''Trying to get the weeds out of the garden,'' said Effie Lou. ''Get them out!'' said Amelia Bedelia. ''She said to weed the garden, not unweed it.'' ''Oh,'' said Effie Lou. ''I wonder why she wants more weeds.'' -Peggy Parish, Amelia Bedelia Helps Out (1979) The meaning of a sentence is, to a large degree, a function of the meanings of its parts and how they are put together syntactically (Frege, 1892 (Frege, /1948 . However, as shown by Peggy Parish's story about Amelia Bedelia, syntactic constructions can be ambiguous: although expressions like ''weed the garden'' and ''milk the cow'' denote events in which things are taken from sources, other
